Odd Thomas: Marlowe 3.0 analysis

Following is the Marlowe analysis of Odd Thomas by Dean Koontz. We’ve combined all the
sections of the report into a single PDF for demo purposes only — the analysis for each
manuscript is located in the Author Dashboard by Authors A.l. at
https.//authors.ai/author-dashboard. You'll find the dashboard much more useful in refining your
manuscript than a static report.

Premise

A twenty-year-old short-order cook who sees the dead becomes embroiled in a supernatural
conspiracy when he encounters a mysterious man followed by malevolent spirits called
bodachs, leading him to uncover a planned mass shooting at a shopping mall.

Genre & story type
Supernatural Thriller. The story also contains elements of the following:

Mystery Horror
Paranormal Fiction
Urban Fantasy
Police Procedural
Romance
Coming-of-Age

Overall assessment

This is a skillfully crafted Supernatural Thriller that combines elements of mystery, horror, and
romance into a cohesive narrative about a young man with the gift of seeing the dead. The story
will appeal to readers who enjoy Stephen King-style horror mixed with Dean Koontz's blend of
supernatural suspense and emotional depth.

The novel demonstrates strong character development, particularly in the relationship between
Odd and Stormy, and maintains excellent pacing throughout its build toward the climactic mall
shooting. The supernatural elements are well-integrated with realistic police procedural aspects,
creating a believable world where the paranormal feels natural. The story can become even
stronger by incorporating the suggested refinements set out in this report, particularly regarding
character depth and thematic resonance.


https://authors.ai/author-dashboard

Story strengths

Here are some of the most noteworthy strengths that contribute to your story's overall
effectiveness and reader appeal.

1.

Distinctive narrative voice: Odd Thomas's first-person narration is engaging,
self-deprecating, and authentic, creating immediate reader connection and sympathy.

Compelling supernatural premise: The concept of seeing the dead combined with
the bodachs as harbingers of violence creates genuine tension and mystery.

Strong romantic subplot: The relationship between Odd and Stormy feels genuine
and provides emotional stakes that elevate the supernatural plot.

Effective world-building: Pico Mundo feels like a real small town with authentic
characters and locations that ground the supernatural elements.

Sustained tension: The story maintains excellent pacing with multiple plot threads
building toward the climactic mall shooting.

Emotional depth: The exploration of grief, family dysfunction, and finding purpose
despite trauma adds literary weight to the thriller elements.

Chief opportunities

Following are areas that could stand to be improved and strengthened during the rewrite
process:

Pacing inconsistencies: Some sections, particularly the extended sequences in
Robertson's house and the Church of the Whispering Comet, slow the narrative
momentum when the story needs to build toward its climax. The middle section could
benefit from tighter editing to maintain the urgency established in the opening chapters.
Underdeveloped antagonists: While Robertson, Varner, and Eckles serve their plot
function, they remain somewhat one-dimensional as villains. Their motivations beyond
generic satanism could be more psychologically complex and believable to create more
compelling opposition.

Exposition heavy passages: Several scenes rely too heavily on information dumps,
particularly when explaining the supernatural rules and the conspiracy details. These
could be better integrated through action and dialogue.

Supporting character depth: Many secondary characters serve primarily as plot
devices rather than fully realized individuals with their own agency and motivation.



The Dissonance section below in the Report will provide specific suggestions on how to tighten
the plotting, writing, and otherwise enhance the storytelling.

Word count

Odd Thomas is about 103,318 words.

While there are no hard-and-fast rules about minimum and maximum story lengths, there are
industry traditions and reader expectations. If you want to give yourself your best chance
without having to fight any additional uphill battles, then writing with the word count guidelines
for your genre in mind is often the wisest course.

Here’s a quick reference for typical word counts by genre:

Adult contemporary fiction: 70,000-90,000 words

Literary fiction: 80,000-120,000 words

Romance: 50,000-90,000 words (mostly 70,000-90,000)

Science fiction/Fantasy: 80,000-120,000 words (longer for epic fantasy)
Historical fiction: 80,000-120,000 words

Mystery/Crime: 60,000-90,000 words (cozy mysteries are shorter)
Horror: 80,000-100,000 words

Thriller: 70,000-100,000 words

Narrative arc analysis




Marlowe has analyzed the narrative arc of Odd Thomas and produced the graphic in the Author
Dashboard. The graph depicts two key elements of your book:

1. Its major plot arc. The curved line shows the high-level “shape” of your narrative
at a glance. Marlowe also compared it to a story archetype with a similar narrative
arc.

2. lts overall tone. The graph includes a color tint block that shows whether
your story falls within the same range of emotional tone that most bestsellers
do.

A narrative arc refers to the structured progression of a story, outlining how it unfolds from
beginning to end. It typically consists of several key elements, including exposition, rising action,
climax, falling action, and resolution. This arc maps the emotional and dramatic journey of the
characters and the plot, guiding readers through the narrative's development. It doesn’t capture
plot turns or story beats, which are more detailed, but instead looks at the narrative’s positive
and negative sentiment as the plot unfolds from a high-level view.

Your novel’s story archetype
Marlowe has determined that your story is most similar to the Descent story archetype.

A story archetype is a universal pattern or model that serves as a framework for storytelling.
These archetypes manifest through recurring themes, character types, and plot structures
across various cultures and genres through the ages. They provide a foundational structure that
writers can use to develop their narratives.

Using archetypes allows writers to tap into shared human experiences, making their stories
resonate more deeply with audiences. By understanding these patterns, authors can craft
compelling narratives that feel both familiar and fresh.

How to interpret the data

The narrative arc graph above provides a high-level overview of your story and the journey of
your characters, along with the closest story archetype. Here are some key components:

e The curved line represents the story arc showing the overall emotional tone and major
trends in tone within your story — the “emotional arc” of your book.

e The colored tint block shows the range in emotional tone, from positive to negative,
that represents 90% of all bestsellers. In short, it tells you how light or dark your story is
and how it fits within your genre. If you choose a genre or subgenre from the “All
Bestsellers” dropdown, the tint block will adjust to show the range encompassing 90% of
books in that specific genre.

e The gray dashed neutral line represents emotional neutrality, a balance of positive and
negative events bestsellers in our corpus based on Marlowe’s interpretation of the



positive and negative connotations of the words used to describe those events. This is is
useful to see if your storyline generally falls on the positive or negative end of the
spectrum (or, looking at it another way, whether it's lighter or darker than most
bestselling novels).

How to use the data

The narrative arc graph provides a high-level overview of your story and the journey of your
characters, along with the closest story archetype. You can use this information in two chief
ways:

To understand your story type. It's valuable to identify the type of story you've told — say,
whether it's a Rags to Riches tale or a Quest narrative. By exploring your specific archetype,
you can read similar stories to see how other authors have approached the same structure.

Refer to the examples provided below for books that fit your chosen archetype.

To refine your narrative. You may want to adjust your story to align more closely with
archetypal conventions. Review the guidelines for the archetype identified below and consider
how well your story follows these frameworks. For more detailed frameworks, see Story
structure.

What a narrative arc represents

A story shape represents the overall emotional journey that your characters embark on
throughout your story, from positive vibes to negative vibes — or the opposite. The peaks and
high points on the graph represent a section of your story when your characters’ experiences
are generally positive (even if there are moments of conflict mixed in.) The valleys or troughs
represent an overall stretch of low points in the story in which your characters' experiences are
negative (even if there are happier moments mixed in).

Based on these archetypes, Marlowe has drawn a visual representation of your book’s plot
shape alongside the most similar narrative archetype, Descent.

Story archetypes consist of broad generalizations. While some are more often associated with a
particular genre, there are examples of each archetype in all genres. Rather than getting hung
up on narrative arcs, most authors instead turn to story frameworks as a way to add structure to
their novels. See the Story structure section.

Because Marlowe is tracking the sentiment or mood of the language in your novel, that
sentiment usually aligns with the major positive or negative events in the story — but not
always. Sometimes the language might be dark in sentiment (war) but the character's
experience (saving a loved one) might be positive or brighter. But the general atmosphere of



the novel in that moment will still feel darker and so the graph will likely bend that way.

Descent

Descent stories focus on a character's downward spiral, usually as they succumb to inner
darkness, external pressures, or moral corruption. These stories often explore the gradual
deterioration of the protagonist’s mental state, morality, or circumstances. The journey is
typically marked by a series of choices or events that lead to a tragic or irreversible outcome.

Key elements of the Descent archetype include:

The initial state: The protagonist starts in a relatively stable or normal situation.
The downward path: Through a series of choices, actions, or events, the
character's situation deteriorates.

The breaking point: A moment of significant loss, realization, or despair.

The aftermath: The protagonist is left to face the consequences of her descent.
The resolution: The story may end in tragedy, redemption, or resignation.

Descent stories often explore themes of fate, morality, and the human capacity for darkness.
Examples include Crime and Punishment by Fyodor Dostoevsky, which deals with guilt and the
psychological consequences of crime, and Hubert Selby Jr.’s Requiem for a Dream, where
addiction leads to despair. In modern storytelling, the film Black Swan captures a dancer's
psychological descent into obsession. Other examples of Descent include:

e You by Caroline Kepnes - This dark thriller novel follows Joe Goldberg, a
seemingly charming bookstore clerk whose obsession with a woman named
Beck devolves into moral corruption and madness.

e Gone Girl by Gillian Flynn - This psychological thriller follows the descent of a
marriage as secrets, lies, and manipulations unravel between Nick and Amy
Dunne.

e The Road by Cormac McCarthy - This post-apocalyptic novel chronicles the
journey of a father and son as they struggle for survival amid bleak and
deteriorating conditions.


https://bingebooks.com/book/you-3
https://bingebooks.com/book/gone-girl
https://bingebooks.com/book/the-road-1

Plot analysis

Plot overview

Odd Thomas, a twenty-year-old short-order cook with the ability to see the dead, encounters
Bob Robertson, a mysterious man followed by malevolent spirits called bodachs that appear
before violent events. When Odd investigates Robertson's house, he discovers the man is
obsessed with serial killers and has been murdered, leading him to realize that Robertson had
co-conspirators planning a mass shooting. Racing against time, Odd must identify and stop the
remaining killers before they execute their plan to massacre shoppers at Green Moon Mall.



Major plot turns in your story

e (Odd discovers Penny Kallisto's spirit and follows her to catch her killer Harlo
Landerson

e Bob Robertson appears at the Grille surrounded by an unprecedented number of
bodachs

e (Odd breaks into Robertson's house and discovers his obsession with mass murderers
and a mysterious black room

e Robertson appears in St. Bartholomew's cemetery giving Odd the finger, revealing
he's already dead

e (dd finds Robertson's corpse in his own bathroom, apparently planted there to frame
him
Chief Porter is shot and nearly killed, disrupting police response to the coming threat
Odd discovers Robertson's freezer contains body parts from multiple victims in
labeled containers

e The black room transforms into a portal allowing hundreds of bodachs to enter Pico

Mundo

e (Odd realizes Robertson's police collaborators Bern Eckles and Simon Varner are the
real threat

e The planned attack shifts from a bowling alley to Green Moon Mall during a busy sale
day

e (Odd confronts and stops both gunmen but Stormy dies in the crossfire

How to interpret the plot turns graph

Marlowe has identified the major emotional plot turns in your manuscript and has represented
them in the plot turns graph above. Upward slopes in your line show your novel’'s moments of
conflict resolution, where the story takes a hopeful or positive turn, signified by joy, excitement,
love, relief. Downward dips illustrate where the story takes a darker turn or where there is a
progressive complication presenting obstacles and challenges for your protagonists. The middle
of the graph represents emotional neutrality. Higher peaks and deeper valleys increase the
emotional intensity, and the more frequent the peaks and valleys, the more the story becomes
an emotional rollercoaster for the characters — and for readers.

Think of the graph above as capturing the “emotional arc” of your story — a snapshot of your
characters’ emotional journey throughout your book. While the narrative arc graph depicts
the high-level overall tone of your book, this graph illustrates what Marlowe detected as the
major emotional shifts in the story.

I's important to think about plot turns not just in terms of where and how often they occur, but
also in terms of their intensity. It's fine if most of the twists and turns in your story fall within the
white band, but 90% of bestsellers have at least one emotional peak that extends into the top
tint block and at least one emotional valley that extends into the bottom tint block.



Note that emotional plot turns may or may not always correspond with the major plot points in
your story. But chances are that they will often align — if something tragic happens or your
characters suffer a major setback, it’s likely that the emotional temperature of the scene will
follow suit.

Major subplots in your story

1. Odd's relationship with Stormy Llewellyn: Their romance provides
emotional stakes and motivation, culminating in wedding plans that are
tragically cut short by her death in the mall shooting.

2. 0dd's dysfunctional family relationships: His interactions with his
narcissistic father and mentally ill mother reveal his damaged background
while explaining his resilience and moral compass.

3. Chief Porter's paternal relationship with Odd: The police chief serves as a
father figure, and his shooting creates personal stakes while hampering the
official response to the conspiracy.

4. The satanic conspiracy: Robertson, Eckles, and Varner's long-term plan to
infiltrate and destroy Pico Mundo provides the central threat and explains their
methodical approach.

5. Viola Peabody's prophetic dream: Her nightmare of being shot serves as a
parallel supernatural warning system and demonstrates how Odd's actions can
change fate.

Foreshadowing in your story

The story demonstrates generally effective foreshadowing of major plot developments,
particularly through Odd's recurring dreams about dead bowling alley employees that eventually
shift to foreshadow the mall shooting. The appearance of bodachs consistently signals
impending violence, creating an effective supernatural early warning system. The author
establishes Odd's ability to change destiny early through his intervention with Harlo Landerson,
which sets up reasonable expectations that he might prevent the larger catastrophe. The
gradual revelation that Robertson has co-conspirators is well-prepared through hints about the
three photos on his wall (McVeigh, Manson, and Atta - all conspirators rather than lone wolves)
and the sophistication of their long-term planning.

However, several key developments feel insufficiently foreshadowed and could benefit from
better preparation. Stormy's death, while emotionally devastating, lacks adequate setup - there
are few hints throughout the narrative that suggest she might not survive, making her fate feel
somewhat arbitrary rather than inevitable. The revelation that both Eckles and Varner are
conspirators could be better foreshadowed through earlier scenes showing suspicious behavior
or interactions between them. The black room's time-travel properties and portal function aren't
sufficiently established before becoming crucial to the plot. Additionally, Odd's mother's severe
mental iliness and the ritualistic nature of her threats could be better foreshadowed in early



mentions rather than revealed so dramatically in their confrontation scene.

The supernatural elements could use more consistent foreshadowing patterns. While the
bodachs effectively signal danger, their specific behavior patterns and the significance of their
numbers could be established more clearly early in the story. The connection between
Robertson's meditation card reading "Father of Lies" and Varner's "POD" tattoo needs better
setup to make Odd's deductive leap feel more earned. Some of the conspiracy's scope and
planning could be hinted at through earlier details about the timing of the perpetrators' arrivals
in Pico Mundo and their integration into the community.

Unresolved plot threads

Unresolved plot threads are story elements or questions introduced during the narrative that
remain unanswered by the end of the book. The story resolves most of its major plot threads
satisfactorily, but a few elements could use clarification. The exact nature and origin of the
black room remains somewhat mysterious - while it serves as a portal for bodachs, the
mechanism of how it functions and why it appears in Robertson's house specifically is never
fully explained. The broader scope of the satanic conspiracy beyond the three main
perpetrators is left unclear - whether other cells exist or if this was an isolated group. Odd's
mysterious Aunt Cymry is introduced through speculation but never appears or is definitively
explained. The ultimate fate or purpose of the bodachs themselves remains ambiguous -
whether they return to their realm or continue to exist in our world after the violence ends.

Revisions to consider

1. Strengthen the conspiracy's local connections: Develop more specific reasons
why the conspirators chose Pico Mundo as their target, perhaps connecting to local
history or geography that made it strategically appealing.

2. Enhance the supernatural rules: Clarify the mechanics of how the black room
functions and establish more consistent rules about bodach behavior to make their
presence feel less arbitrary.

3. Develop the investigation subplot: Add more scenes of Odd working with Chief
Porter to piece together the conspiracy, creating a stronger procedural element that
shows their detective work.

4. Expand Stormy's agency: Give Stormy more active involvement in uncovering the
threat rather than having her primarily serve as Odd's romantic motivation and
eventual tragic loss.

5. Add red herrings: Introduce false leads or suspicious characters who aren't part of
the conspiracy to create more uncertainty about the threat's true nature.



Story elements

Overview

Marlowe has identified major story elements and story beats in your novel by marking the points
where the tone shifts from positive to negative or vice versa. The greater the shift, indicated by
peaks or valleys on the graph, the more impactful the moment in your story.

In its review of Odd Thomas, Marlowe examined the places in your narrative where your story
shifts from a generally positive tone to a more negative tone — and vice versa. These turns or
emotional shifts in tone often align with key structural beats in a novel, including plot turns in the
previous section, though they may not match up perfectly.



Analysis of your story’s major elements

Readers of modern fiction expect stories to hit certain notes, particularly in genre fiction, that
build on perennial story elements that harken back to ancient times.

Hook: The opening scene with Odd encountering Penny Kallisto's ghost provides an immediate
supernatural hook that demonstrates both his gift and the type of mysteries he solves. This is
highly effective because it establishes genre expectations while showing Odd's compassionate
nature and unique abilities in action.

The opening: The first two chapters successfully establish Odd's world, his supernatural gift,
and his relationship with Stormy while launching into the mystery of Harlo Landerson. The
opening grabs attention immediately with supernatural elements grounded in realistic
small-town details. The momentum continues strong through Odd's encounter with Robertson
and the bodachs, maintaining reader engagement through escalating supernatural mystery.

Relatable protagonist: Odd Thomas is highly relatable despite his supernatural gift, portrayed
as humble, self-deprecating, and genuinely caring about others. His working-class background,
relationship struggles, and family dysfunction make him accessible while his moral compass and
courage make him admirable.

Inciting incident: The inciting incident occurs when Odd first encounters Bob Robertson
surrounded by an unprecedented number of bodachs at the Grille, signaling that an unusually
large violent event is approaching. This incident is well-placed early in the story and properly
motivates all subsequent action.

Call to adventure: Odd shows some reluctance to pursue the Robertson mystery, preferring his
simple life as a fry cook, but his sense of moral obligation and his supernatural gift compel him
forward. His hesitation feels authentic rather than contrived, making his ultimate commitment
more meaningful.

First plot point: The first plot point occurs when Odd discovers Robertson's house and the
room full of mass murderer files, definitively establishing that a major threat exists and that Odd
must act to prevent it.

Midpoint shift: The midpoint shift occurs when Odd discovers Robertson's dead body in his
own bathroom, revealing that Robertson was not the primary threat but rather a victim of the



larger conspiracy. This occurs at approximately the 50% mark and effectively redirects the
story's focus toward identifying the real killers.

Second plot point: The second plot point comes when Odd realizes that police officers Eckles
and Varner are the surviving conspirators, giving him specific targets to stop while also revealing
how deeply the conspiracy has penetrated local law enforcement.

Climax: The climax unfolds in the mall shooting sequence where Odd confronts and defeats
both gunmen while discovering the truck bomb that would have killed hundreds more. The
climax is appropriately intense and brings together all story threads, though Stormy's death
adds tragic weight.

Resolution: The story resolves with Odd's recovery, his gradual acceptance of Stormy's death,
and his letting her spirit move on to the next life. Most plot threads are tied up satisfactorily,
though the resolution is emotionally devastating rather than triumphant.

These story elements work together to create a cohesive and satisfying narrative structure that
follows classical three-act architecture while incorporating supernatural thriller elements
effectively.

Character analysis
Overview

Our Al has analyzed the characters in Odd Thomas based on their agency — what they seem
to be doing in your story rather than based on their descriptions or backstory. Regardless of
which type of novel you’re writing, the characters you create will play a crucial role in engaging
the reader. Broadly speaking, there are two types of stories:

e Plot driven, in which the story is driven mainly by action — the characters serve to
advance the plot. E.g., Gone Girl by Gillian Flynn, The Lord of the Rings by J.R.R.
Tolkien.

e Character driven, in which the story focuses more on character than plot — the plot is a
mechanism through which to develop character. Examples: Breakfast at Tiffany’s by
Truman Capote, Normal People by Sally Rooney.

After you're finished with your draft, see what Marlowe says about the major characters and see
if they need to be tweaked or some of their actions need to be reconsidered.



Analysis of your story’s characters

Creating fleshed-out, three-dimensional characters requires showing their complexity through
actions, dialogue, and internal contradictions rather than relying on stereotypical archetypes.

Protagonist analysis

Odd Thomas serves as both narrator and hero, demonstrating remarkable depth despite his
young age. His supernatural gift could have made him feel artificially special, but instead he's
portrayed as reluctantly heroic and genuinely humble. His self-deprecating humor masks deeper
trauma from his dysfunctional family, while his fierce loyalty to friends reveals his capacity for
love despite receiving little nurturing as a child. His relationship with cooking shows his desire to
create and nurture others, contrasting with his role as someone who must sometimes destroy to
protect. His fear of guns stemming from his mother's abuse adds psychological complexity to his
heroic actions.

Antagonist analysis

Bob Robertson initially appears to be the primary antagonist but reveals himself as more of a
facilitator and victim. His obsession with serial killers and his financial backing of the conspiracy
establish him as genuinely evil, but his murder by his own allies shows him as ultimately
powerless. Simon Varner and Bern Eckles function as the true antagonists, using their
positions as police officers to mask their satanic conspiracy. Their long-term planning and
infiltration of law enforcement makes them more threatening than typical thriller villains, though
their motivations remain somewhat shallow.

Supporting characters analysis

Stormy Llewellyn brings strength and wisdom that balances Odd's sometimes naive worldview,
with her delayed gratification philosophy and practical ambitions grounding the supernatural
elements. Chief Wyatt Porter serves as Odd's father figure and protector, demonstrating
integrity and genuine care while providing official support for Odd's unofficial activities. Terri
Stambaugh acts as Odd's mentor and surrogate mother, showing how healthy relationships can
develop despite Odd's damaged family background. Little Ozzie provides wisdom and comic
relief while representing the power of found family over biological family. Viola Peabody
demonstrates how ordinary people can show extraordinary courage when faced with
supernatural warnings.

Character dynamics & character arcs

Character dynamics: The interactions between characters effectively build tension and



emotional investment throughout the story. Odd's relationship with Stormy provides the
emotional core, with their banter and mutual support creating authentic romantic chemistry that
makes her eventual death genuinely tragic. The father-son dynamic between Odd and Chief
Porter adds stakes to the conspiracy plot while showing how healthy mentorship can overcome
childhood trauma. Odd's confrontations with his biological parents reveal the dysfunction that
shaped him while demonstrating his moral growth beyond their influence. The antagonists'
relationships could be strengthened by showing more interaction between the conspirators to
better establish their bond and shared motivation.

Character arcs: Odd's character arc follows his journey from reactive to proactive heroism,
learning to trust his instincts and take greater risks to protect others. He begins the story solving
individual cases like Penny Kallisto's murder but graduates to preventing mass casualties,
showing growth in both confidence and capability. His relationship with Stormy evolves from
tentative romance to deep partnership, making their planned marriage feel earned rather than
rushed. His final letting go of Stormy's spirit demonstrates emotional maturity and acceptance of
loss. Stormy's arc involves supporting Odd's growth while maintaining her own goals and
personality, though she could benefit from more independent agency in the supernatural
mystery. Chief Porter's arc shows him learning to fully trust and rely on Odd's gifts, moving
from skeptical cooperation to complete faith. The antagonists lack meaningful character arcs,
functioning more as plot devices than evolving characters, which could be strengthened by
showing their descent into evil or internal conflicts about their mission.

Character development ideas

1. Expand Stormy's independent agency: Give Stormy her own investigative subplot or
supernatural sensitivity that allows her to contribute meaningfully to solving the mystery
rather than primarily serving as Odd's motivation and tragic loss. Show her pursuing
her ice cream shop dreams more actively or having her own encounters with the
supernatural that parallel Odd's experiences.

2. Develop the antagonists' psychological complexity: Rather than relying solely on
satanism as motivation, explore what psychological wounds or life experiences drove
Robertson, Varner, and Eckles toward evil. Show internal conflicts or moments of doubt
that make them more human and therefore more frightening, such as Varner struggling
with his role as a protector versus destroyer.

3. Strengthen Chief Porter's personal stakes: Beyond his paternal relationship with Odd,
give Chief Porter his own connection to the case or history with corruption that makes
the conspiracy personally threatening. Perhaps he's faced similar infiltration attempts
before or has his own supernatural sensitivity that he's suppressed.

4. Create more complex supporting characters: Characters like Viola Peabody and Terri
Stambaugh could have their own subplots and agency rather than primarily existing to
support Odd's journey. Give them personal goals and obstacles that intersect with but



don't depend entirely on the main supernatural plot.

5. Explore Odd's family history more deeply: The hints about Aunt Cymry and the family's
supernatural legacy could be developed into a richer backstory that explains not just
Odd's gift but his family's pattern of mental illness and supernatural sensitivity. This
could add psychological depth to his relationship with his parents and his
understanding of his own abilities.

POV analysis

Point out in the Report that handling shifting points of view can be tricky. Many beginning
authors engage in head hopping within a single chapter without inserting scene breaks.
The story maintains consistent first-person point of view throughout, told entirely from Odd
Thomas's perspective. This choice works exceptionally well for the supernatural thriller
genre because it allows readers to experience Odd's gift directly and creates natural
suspense through limited information. The author does an excellent job of establishing
POV consistently and never wavers from Odd's perspective, which helps maintain the
intimate, confessional tone of the narrative.

The first-person narration allows for effective use of dramatic irony, particularly in the
scenes where Odd encounters the already-dead Robertson without initially realizing his
status. The limited POV also creates genuine mystery about the conspiracy's scope and
the identities of the other perpetrators. Odd's voice remains consistent throughout, with his
self-deprecating humor and philosophical observations maintaining reader engagement
even during exposition-heavy passages.

The choice to use retrospective narration (Odd telling the story after the events) works well
for creating foreshadowing and allowing for deeper reflection on the supernatural elements.
However, this creates some tension with the present-tense descriptions of Stormy that
continue even after her death is revealed, which serves the plot twist but may confuse
some readers.

Revisions to consider

While the consistent first-person POV works well overall, there are a few areas where the
perspective could be refined. Some scenes where Odd is unconscious or absent could benefit
from creative solutions to maintain the first-person limitation without losing important plot
information. The retrospective narration could be used more consistently throughout rather than
occasionally shifting between immediate present and reflective past tense.

The story might benefit from clearer establishment of the narrative frame - when exactly is Odd
telling this story and to whom? The manuscript metaphor is introduced late and could be woven
through more consistently. Additionally, some of Odd's observations about other characters'



motivations occasionally exceed what he could reasonably know, particularly regarding the
antagonists' psychological states and planning processes.

Consider adding more uncertainty to Odd's interpretations of events, since first-person
narrators can be unreliable or mistaken. This could add depth to the mystery elements while
maintaining the intimate perspective that makes the supernatural elements work so effectively.

Pacing analysis

Overview

In the graph above, Marlowe has charted the high-level pacing of Odd Thomas. This pacing
model simulates the experience readers have as they move through your narrative. While it
doesn’t show every fast-paced and slow-paced passage, the graph gives a snapshot of the
parts of your story where your readers will be turning pages most quickly (peaks) as well as the
slower moments (valleys) of foregrounding, scene setting, and the “sequels” that occur between
action scenes. (See the Story elements section for more on sequels.)



Marlowe determines pacing by considering language used, sentence length, paragraph length,
and scene length. Key changes in pace are marked by dotted vertical lines and a percentage
showing where in your story the change takes place. The graph is interactive so you should be
able to click on any point to see a text excerpt.

A graph that depicts narrative speed

If you see several valleys, that’s not a bad thing. Readers need a break between major action
scenes to assess and prepare for the next peak. A warning flag should go up if your graph
shows relatively flat pacing — most bestsellers offer a joy ride of highs and lows throughout a
story. However, keep in mind that while the plot turns graph shows the emotional rollercoaster
ride your story takes readers on, the pacing graph above doesn't measure emotion, mood, or
tone at all — it depicts the speed at which the story is moving. Note that different authors handle
different scenes with their own style and voice, so you could write a slow-paced gun battle or a
fast-paced romantic scene. Marlowe determines pacing by looking at the complexity of your
sentences from scene to scene.

You'll notice a blue tint block. This represents the full range in pacing (from fastest to slowest) in
90% of bestsellers — and when you choose a genre from the ALL BESTSELLERS dropdown
filter, it shows the range for that genre or subgenre. Whereas the narrative arc and plot turns
graphs show a lavender tint block to indicate the range of tone and mood, this tint block shows
how quickly readers are likely turning the pages based on what’s happening in the story.

It's important to point out what Marlowe is not looking at: time frames. A romance, mystery, or
science fiction novel might unfold over a number of weeks, months, even years. But some
genres, such as thrillers, often demand a compressed time frame (you know, the ticking clock
thing). Marlowe is thinking about your pacing not based on the calendar but rather on your
writing. Faster-paced scenes usually contain shorter sentences, more action verbs, crisper
dialogue. Slower scenes contain more description, texture, background. A mix of both is good.

Even a veteran author who has published multiple titles can benefit from a deep dive into
pacing. Just keep in mind there is no ideal shape of a pacing graph, though you may want to
compare yours to titles by bestselling authors you admire.

Pacing analysis

Pacing is the rhythm of storytelling - the speed at which events unfold and information is
revealed. Effective pacing varies throughout a story, alternating between moments of high
tension and quieter character development, with the overall momentum building toward the
climax. Fast pacing creates excitement and urgency, while slower pacing allows for character
development and emotional depth. The key is ensuring that every scene serves the story's
needs and that the rhythm feels natural rather than rushed or sluggish.

The story demonstrates generally strong pacing with effective escalation toward the mall
shooting climax. The opening moves quickly to establish Odd's world and supernatural gift, then
maintains steady momentum through the investigation of Robertson and the conspiracy. The



supernatural deadline of August 15th creates natural time pressure that drives the story forward.
However, certain sections could benefit from adjustment to maintain optimal narrative flow.

The middle section occasionally becomes bogged down in exposition about Robertson's files
and the supernatural mythology, which could be streamlined without losing essential
information. Conversely, some of the action sequences, particularly in the mall climax, move so
quickly that emotional moments get rushed, potentially reducing their impact on readers.

Suggestions for faster pacing

e The extended exploration of Robertson's house and his collection of serial killer files
could be condensed to maintain mystery while avoiding lengthy exposition dumps
about his obsessions.

e (Odd's encounters with the black room and time displacement, while intriguing, slow
the narrative momentum when the conspiracy investigation needs to build urgency
toward the deadline.

e Some of the family history exposition about Odd's parents and childhood could be
more tightly integrated with present action rather than delivered in extended
flashback sequences.

Suggestions for slower pacing

e The mall shooting sequence moves so rapidly that Stormy's death feels abrupt;
spending more time on the emotional impact and Odd's realization of loss could
strengthen the tragedy.

e The revelation that Eckles and Varner are conspirators happens quickly and could be
drawn out with more investigation and mounting suspicion to build greater tension.

e The final reconciliation with Stormy's spirit and Odd's acceptance of her death could be
expanded to provide more emotional resolution and character growth.

Conflict analysis
Overview

Conflict — both external and internal — is central to effective storytelling. Used properly, conflict
(when combined with character and other key elements) can propel a novel onto the bestseller
list. But you can't just pile on the conflict with no let-up, even if you're writing a high-stakes
thriller.

As James Scott Bell notes in Conflict & Suspense, our goal as authors is to keep readers



engaged through tension and resolution. Bestselling plots alternate between intense conflict and
quieter moments where characters regroup and move closer to their goals.

In his seminal book Scene and Sequel, Dwight Swain laid out the general rule that
action-packed scenes should be followed by reflective moments that allow characters to
process events and plan their next steps. These “sequels” could be as short as a couple of
paragraphs or as long as a scene. It's a way to let the story breathe.

Fiction University founder Janice Hardy emphasizes this structure: Each scene should follow a
pattern of Goal > Conflict > Result, followed by Reaction > Reflection > Decision. Have you
done so in your story?

Our Al has analyzed the main sources of conflict in Odd Thomas and has identified the main
sources of conflict in the storyline and the major shifts in emotional polarity. We end with a short
"brainstorming" session focusing on opportunities to enhance the narrative drive.

Conflict analysis

Conflict serves as the engine that drives narrative forward, creating tension and revealing
character while keeping readers emotionally invested in the outcome. Stories need multiple
layers of conflict - external obstacles the protagonist must overcome, internal struggles within
characters' hearts and minds, and relational tensions between characters with opposing goals.

1. Supernatural investigation conflict: Odd's need to prevent mass murder while lacking
concrete evidence or official authority creates compelling external tension that drives the
plot forward.

2. Internal moral conflict: Odd struggles between his desire for a simple life and his
supernatural obligation to help others, creating authentic internal tension that makes his
heroism feel earned rather than automatic.

3. Romantic relationship conflict: The tension between Odd and Stormy's different
approaches to life (his acceptance versus her ambition) creates realistic relationship
dynamics that ground the supernatural elements.

4. Family dysfunction conflict: Odd's toxic relationships with both parents provide
psychological obstacles that explain his character while creating emotional stakes
beyond the main plot.

5. Time pressure conflict: The approaching deadline of August 15th creates external
pressure that intensifies all other conflicts and drives the pacing toward the climax.

The story successfully employs multiple layers of conflict that maintain reader engagement
throughout. The external conflict of preventing mass murder provides clear stakes and forward
momentum, while the internal conflicts give depth to Odd's character development. The
supernatural elements are grounded by realistic interpersonal conflicts that make the fantastical
seem believable. The consequences of failure are clearly established and escalate naturally
from individual deaths to potential mass casualties. However, the antagonists' motivations could



be strengthened beyond generic evil to create more compelling opposition, and some of the
relationship conflicts could be developed more fully to add emotional complexity to the
supernatural thriller elements.

Narrative drive

Narrative drive is crucial for maintaining reader engagement and ensuring that every scene
propels the story forward. In his masterclass, James Patterson says that narrative drive is about
parceling out information in such a way as to keep the reader asking questions and engaging
emotionally with the protagonist. This is precisely why long passages of exposition (also known
as information dumps) do not work. They reveal too much information and they do it in a way
that distances readers rather than intriguing us. Character motivation must remain urgent and
emotionally gripping, so that every action and decision feels inevitable yet unpredictable. Finally,
questions should constantly be raised—whether through mystery, conflict, or
suspense—ensuring that readers are always curious about what happens next.

The story demonstrates strong narrative drive through its supernatural mystery structure, with
each revelation raising new questions rather than simply providing answers. Odd's discovery of
Robertson's files leads to questions about his collaborators, while finding Robertson's corpse
shifts the entire investigation in a new direction. The bodachs' presence creates constant
tension about when and where violence will strike, maintaining urgency even during character
development scenes.

However, certain sections could benefit from tighter pacing to maintain momentum. The
extended sequence in Robertson's house, while rich in detail, occasionally slows the narrative
flow with exposition about satanic paraphernalia and file contents. Similarly, some of the
flashback material about Odd's childhood, while emotionally important, could be more tightly
integrated with present action to maintain forward momentum.

The story excels at emotional engagement through Odd's relatable voice and his relationships,
particularly with Stormy and Chief Porter. His genuine care for others makes readers invested in
his success, while the constant threat of supernatural violence creates page-turning suspense.
The revelation of the conspiracy's scope and the approaching deadline effectively escalate
tension toward the climax.

The supernatural elements serve narrative drive well by creating both mystery (what are the
bodachs gathering for?) and urgency (when will the violence occur?). The story could be
strengthened by maintaining this level of momentum consistently throughout, ensuring that even
necessary exposition serves multiple purposes of character development, plot advancement,
and tension building.



Ideas to consider

1. Add internal conflict for the antagonists: Show Varner or Eckles struggling with
doubt about their mission or experiencing moments of conscience, making them
more complex adversaries while creating uncertainty about their resolve and adding
psychological depth to their evil.

2. Increase romantic tension: Create a subplot where Stormy's safety is threatened
earlier in the story, forcing Odd to choose between protecting her and pursuing the
larger threat, which would add personal stakes to his investigation and make their
relationship more central to the conflict.

3. Develop supernatural consequences: Establish that Odd's gift comes with
personal costs or dangers, such as bodachs beginning to notice his ability to see
them, creating additional layers of threat and making his heroic actions more
personally risky.

4. Strengthen time pressure: Add false deadlines or misdirection about when the
attack will occur, creating multiple moments of tension where Odd believes he's
either too late or has more time than he actually does, intensifying the pace and
increasing uncertainty about the outcome.

The importance of narrative tension

Emotional valence shifts are crucial for maintaining dynamic storytelling, as scenes should
develop narrative tension rather than simply describe a series of events. In How to Write a
Damn Good Novel, James Frey writes, 'Many books have scenes that don't shift valences.
They never turn. When a scene doesn't turn, it's not a scene.' Every scene should
advance either plot or emotional engagement, avoiding static filler content.

The story effectively manages emotional shifts throughout its supernatural thriller structure,
moving from moments of tender romance between Odd and Stormy to scenes of
supernatural horror and back to humor in Odd's observations about daily life in Pico
Mundo. The overall tone balances darkness with hope, using Odd's self-deprecating
humor and his relationships to provide relief from the mounting supernatural tension.
However, the story's final act shifts into genuinely tragic territory with Stormy's death,
creating a devastating emotional impact that resonates beyond the immediate thriller plot.

Notable shifts in tone or emotion

1. From comedy to horror at Robertson's house: The scene begins with Odd's
humorous observations about breaking in, then shifts dramatically when he
discovers the freezer full of body parts, creating effective emotional whiplash that
emphasizes the horror.

2. Domestic romance to supernatural dread: Scenes between Odd and Stormy in



her apartment provide emotional sanctuary before shifting back to the mounting
threat, with the contrast making both the romance sweeter and the danger more
frightening.

Procedural investigation to personal trauma: Odd's encounter with his mother
moves from what seems like a routine family visit to a devastating confrontation
with abuse and mental iliness, revealing crucial character backstory while
advancing the supernatural plot.

Action climax to tragic revelation: The mall sequence shifts from action-thriller
excitement to profound grief with Stormy's death and Odd's subsequent
breakdown, subverting reader expectations and providing genuine emotional
impact.

Hope to despair in the final act: The story's conclusion shifts from apparent
victory (stopping the massacre) to devastating loss (Stormy's death), then
gradually toward acceptance and healing, creating a complex emotional journey.

Suggestions for increased emotional polarity

1.

Strengthen emotional transitions: Some shifts between humor and horror could be
more gradual to avoid jarring tonal whiplash, particularly in scenes where Odd's
observations about mundane life clash with supernatural threats.

Develop sustained tension: Rather than fully resolving emotional tension between
supernatural encounters, maintain underlying dread even during romantic or comedic
scenes to keep readers constantly aware of the approaching threat.

Enhance character emotional arcs: Give supporting characters their own emotional
shifts within scenes rather than having them primarily serve Odd's emotional journey,
particularly Stormy and Chief Porter.

Create false emotional resolutions: Add scenes where tension appears to resolve
(such as thinking the threat is ended) before revealing greater dangers, using emotional
shifts to drive plot surprises.

Balance tragedy with hope: While Stormy's death provides necessary emotional
impact, consider adding more moments of grace or connection to balance the
devastation and provide readers with emotional catharsis rather than only grief.

Theme analysis

Overview

Primary theme: The story's central theme explores the responsibility that comes with
supernatural gifts and the moral obligation to use one's abilities to help others, even at
personal cost. This theme is represented through Odd's reluctant heroism and his struggle



between desiring a normal life and accepting his role as protector of the innocent.

Secondary themes:

1. Love transcending death: Demonstrated through Odd's relationship with Stormy
and his interactions with spirits, showing how genuine love creates connections
that survive physical death.

2. Found family versus biological family: lllustrated through Odd's relationships
with Chief Porter, Terri, and his friends contrasted with his toxic relationships with
his actual parents.

3. The persistence of evil and the necessity of vigilance: Shown through the
conspiracy's long-term planning and infiltration of trusted institutions, emphasizing
that evil often hides behind familiar faces.

Theme development

The maijor theme of supernatural responsibility is established early when Odd encounters
Penny Kallisto and feels compelled to seek justice for her murder, despite his preference for a
quiet life. This theme develops throughout the narrative as Odd's challenges escalate from
solving individual murders to preventing mass casualties, showing how acceptance of
responsibility leads to greater obligations. His relationship with Stormy reinforces this theme by
providing him with someone worth protecting and someone who understands his burden.

The theme deepens through Odd's interactions with Chief Porter, who represents institutional
authority learning to trust supernatural insight, and through his confrontations with his parents,
who represent different forms of abdication of responsibility. The climax brings the theme to its
fullest expression when Odd must risk everything to save hundreds of lives, ultimately losing
Stormy but preserving the community. The secondary themes support and enhance the primary
theme by showing how love and chosen family provide the strength necessary to bear
supernatural responsibility, while the presence of evil makes that responsibility urgent and
necessary.

Revisions to consider
How to strengthen the theme

1. Develop Odd's internal conflict about responsibility: Add scenes showing Odd
actively trying to ignore supernatural manifestations or attempting to live a normal life,
making his acceptance of responsibility feel more earned and his sacrifice more
meaningful.

2. Contrast characters who accept versus reject responsibility: Strengthen the



comparison between Odd's heroism and his parents' selfishness by showing more
examples of how their choices affected others, particularly other family members.

3. Show the community cost of evil: Expand the aftermath of the conspiracy to
demonstrate how evil corrupts not just victims but entire communities, reinforcing why
Odd's supernatural vigilance is necessary.

4. Explore the price of using supernatural gifts: Add consequences or costs to Odd's
supernatural interventions, showing that heroism requires genuine sacrifice and that
power comes with inevitable burden.

5. Develop the theme through supporting characters: Give other characters their own
moments of choosing between self-interest and responsibility, creating a broader
exploration of the theme beyond Odd's personal journey.

Author voice

The author demonstrates excellent command of narrative voice through Odd Thomas's
distinctive first-person narration. Odd's voice is authentic, engaging, and perfectly calibrated for
the supernatural thriller genre - self-deprecating without being self-pitying, humorous without
undermining genuine emotion, and observant without being pretentious. The voice successfully
balances the extraordinary supernatural elements with relatable human concerns, making the
fantastical feel grounded and believable.

Odd's narrative style effectively combines the immediacy of present action with the wisdom of
retrospective reflection, creating a voice that feels both youthful and mature. His tendency
toward philosophical observation and cultural reference provides intellectual depth without
pretension, while his humor keeps the tone from becoming too heavy despite the dark subject
matter. The voice remains consistent throughout the story, maintaining its distinctive character
even during intense action sequences and emotional revelations. This consistency helps
establish reader trust and emotional investment that makes the tragic conclusion genuinely
devastating rather than merely manipulative.

Prose style

The prose style effectively serves the story's supernatural thriller elements while maintaining
readability and emotional engagement. The author writes with clarity and confidence, using
straightforward sentence structures that allow the plot and characters to take center stage
without drawing attention to stylistic flourishes. The writing demonstrates good control of rhythm
and pacing, with shorter sentences during action sequences and longer, more contemplative
passages during character development moments.

The descriptive passages effectively establish atmosphere and setting without overwhelming the
narrative flow. The author shows particular strength in creating vivid sensory details that ground
the supernatural elements in realistic physical experience - the oppressive desert heat, the
sounds and smells of the restaurant kitchen, the eerie silence of abandoned buildings. These
concrete details make the fantastical elements more believable by anchoring them in
recognizable sensory experience.



The dialogue feels natural and character-appropriate, with each major character having a
distinct voice that reflects their personality and background. Odd's internal monologue
successfully balances exposition with character development, providing necessary information
about the supernatural world without feeling like mere information dumps.

However, some passages could benefit from tighter editing to eliminate redundancy and
improve flow. Occasionally the prose becomes exposition-heavy when explaining supernatural
rules or conspiracy details, which slows narrative momentum. Some descriptions of violence
and horror, while appropriately disturbing, could be more effectively implied rather than explicitly
detailed.

The author demonstrates good instincts for varying sentence length and structure to create
rhythm and emphasis. The prose style supports the story's themes effectively by maintaining
intimacy through first-person narration while building tension through increasingly urgent pacing
as the deadline approaches.

Overall, the prose style serves the story well by maintaining clarity and emotional engagement
while supporting the supernatural thriller elements. The writing feels confident and mature, with
a distinctive voice that makes the story memorable and engaging for readers.

Other sections

In addition to the sections above, the Author Dashboard also contains Marlowe’s analysis in
these sections:

Dialogue vs. narrative (including dialogue tags)

Readability score and complexity score

Setting analysis

Novelty and variations in chapter openings & closings

Active vs. passive voice examples & suggested alternatives
Cliches finder and Select Comps option

Explicit language and content and Select Comps option
Repetitive phrases finder and Select Comps option
Repetitive adverbs

Repetitive adjectives

Misspellings finder

Dissonance: Revisions to consider, inconsistent plot threads, unlikely character
actions, etc.

Story structure: Frameworks, templates, and tropes by genre
Final review checklist

Head to https://authors.ai/author-dashboard for Marlowe’s full analysis of your work.
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